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DURING RECENT WEEKS SOME CORROSION WEST BERL IN. MORA LE 
IN DETAIL IS BEGINNING BE-DTSCERNTBlE IN CUMULAT I VE" ET FECT 
(BERLIN'S DESPATCHES 620 AND 621). APPREHENSION RE OUTCOME 
BERLIN CRISIS HAS INCREASINGLY PERVADED THINKING OF POLITICALLY 
ARTICULATE SEGMENTS OF POPULATION. 
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THIS CONCERN ENGENDERED BY 8 1) SOVS« SHOW OF SELF-ASSURANCE 
AND AGGRESSIVENESS COMPOUNDED BY UNWILLINGNESS YIELD ON ANY 
ASPECT THEIR SUBSTANTIVE DEMANDS WHILE MAKING ONLY APPARENT 
CONCESSIONS RE PROCEDURAL MATTERS; 2) INCLINATION SOME ELEMENTS 
IN WEST DETECT FAVORABLE OMENS IN THESE "CONCESSIONS"; 3) APPARENT 
LACK ALLIED UNITY IN DEALING WITH SOV MOVES AND INABILITY (AS 
REPORTED IN PRESS) AFTER THREE MONTHS' CONSULTATION ARRIVE AT 
PLAN OF ACTION; k) WORRY THAT EVEN SOME KEY WESTERN POLICY 
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AND OPINION MAKERS MAY FAIL RECOGNIZE DEADLY SERIOUSNESS 

SOV CHALLENGE AND MAY FAIL PREPARE MATERIALLY AND 

FOR REAL SHOWDOWN WITH SOVS OVER WHAT MIGHT SEEM TO WESTERN 

PUBLICS TO BE MINOR "GDR CONTROL" ISSUE; 5) FEAR IF SOVS GO 

TO BRINK WEST MIGHT UNWITTINGLY MAKE WHAT APPEAR BE MINOR 

CONCESSIONS WITH MAJOR IMPLICATIONS PLACING CITY«S FREEDOM 

IN SERIOUS JEOPARDY; 6) PRESS REPORTS RE 2, 3, k, ESPECIALLY , 

SPECULATIVE ARTICLES BY COLUMNISTS, WHICH HAVE GREATLY CONTRIBUTED 

TO FEELING UNEASINESS AND HAVE DIMINISHED BENEFICIAL EFFECTS ! 

RECENT REAFFIRMATIONS BERLIN GUARANTY; 7) SECRETARY'S ILLNESS 

AT CRUCIAL TIME IN EAST-WEST RELATIONS. 
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BERLIN LEADERS FEEL PRESENT IMPASSE UNLIKELY BE SOLVED BY FU&THE 

UNLESS "ONCLWSlriEO" 
coam THIS 
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STATEMENTS. THEY CONVINCED MORE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE WESTERN 
DETERMINATION, SUCH AS BUILD-UP GENERAL MILITARY STRcS™ 
MAY BE REQUIRED DISSUADE SOVS FROM CARRYING JS^THe'r ^HREATS 
TO TAKE UNILATERAL ACTION'. THERE NO QUESTION IN THEIR EmnI 
SUCH MOVES WOULD MEET WITH FULL AP^^^i^SlJtK 

g'?" 5 °bonn)I ERN RES0LVE (SEE BERUN,S a '^ramg.321 i to T secsta S te, 

BASICALLY BERLIN'S LEADING ELEMENTS REMAIN ADMIRARIV rii u , m 
BRAVE DESPITE INNER CONCERN AND CONTINUE PUT FA m m BF^r 
THAT, IF THEIR PROTECTORS STAND FIRM SOVIETS C ™ umMATElv 

HO°p T E mT E ^ T THE R R E T0 M r E B D r C0NrL ' CT - BERUNERS NATUR U ALLV A A T LS L Y 
WHICH mi, PB ,rf >« =?L BE C0NCESS ">NS THEY WILL BE ONES FOR 

r C WESTERN P S R URR E E^! D " S ° V ' ETS ' ™ T ' S ' R " L «»**»'** 
ALTHOUGH RESPONSIBLE BERLINERS ARE USUALLY CAREFUL NOT m 

STRENGTH AND LEADERSHIP NECESSARY TO PUT FULL RESoSfM re?r 
WORLD IN LINE AGAINST SOVIET MENACE To'It! i^gjgg Em ZENS. 

OUTWARD SIGNS OF DISQUIET. BERL NERS GENERALLY HAVE ADOPTED 
ATTITUDE WATCHFUL CONCERN, CLOSELY SCRUTINIZING ALL 
DEVELOPMENTS RELATING BERLIN SITUATION. PARTY LEADERS REPORT 
AWARENESS 8 ^liZST^ 1 "* ^'^E^rIS^Sr?™ 1 
EVIDENCED B^fSS^hrl^ 1 " 10 ^ ° UTWARD CALMNESS 0F POPULATION 
PERISHABLPS «ro. m 'CREASED BUYING OR HOARDING OF NON- 
f^^ 8 ' BERLm LEADERS WISH HOUSEWIVES WOULD FILL THEIR , * 

LARDERS IN ORDER MAKE ROOM IN CITY'S WARFHOUSES FOR FURTHFR phr. ,r f 
STOCKPILING BUT DONT QUITE KNOW HOW TO SUGGEST s5S PRIVATE < ' 

STOCKP I L I NG W I THOUT CAUS I NG PAN I C . >' 
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